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Abstract：
Despite its general endorsement by more than 150 Heads of state and government at the UN World Summit in 2005, the idea that states have the primary responsibility to protect their own citizens, but when they are unwilling or unable to do so, that responsibility must be borne by the international community of states, the “responsibility to protect” (R2P), remains a contentious issue in international law. For some, R2P has allowed the international community to respond and contain existing crises (for instance, in Darfur and Côte d’Ivoire). For others, the hesitation of the international community to take action in Syria casts doubt on its legal character. Many questions remain regarding the nature and dimensions of R2P, the situations triggering R2P, and the measures that may be taken to prevent, or react to, a humanitarian catastrophe. The paper will attempt to define the status and scope of R2P, document efforts undertaken to implement it and identify the challenges confronting the international community in protecting the consensus achieved in 2005. In conclusion, the paper will explore the national and international measures that must be taken to nurture R2P and to ensure that its implementation serves humanitarian goals rather than the political interests of individual states.
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